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to your new
Welcome
—   Student  Publ icat ions Bui ld ing Dedicat ion Extra  • November  10,  2007   —
home
The 57th annual Student Publications Homecoming Breakfast had 
extra item on the menu for alumni and friends of Western Kentucky 
University’s College Heights Herald and Talisman – the dedication of 
the new Adams-Whitaker Student Publications Center.
The building is named for Bob Adams and the late David B. 
Whitaker, both WKU graduates who served as editor of the College 
Heights Herald and as director of Student Publications (Herald and 
Talisman). Both are members of WKU’s Hall of Distinguished Alumni 
and the Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame.
“It’s gratifying to the family to see Western honor 
dad in this way,” said former Herald editor David T. 
Whitaker, who spoke on behalf of his father and his 
sisters Julie and Jane at Saturday’s ceremony. “It’s great 
to know that he’s going to be part of publications for 
decades to come. I was personally hoping they’d call 
it the ‘Boss ‘n’ Bob Building,’ but am perfectly happy 
with Adams-Whitaker.”
To Adams, the building a special because of the 
partnership between alumni and the university that has 
turned a dream into a reality. “The number of people 
who have donated money is overwhelming,” Adams 
said. “I doubt if there has ever been a building con-
structed at Western that had as many donors as the 
student publications building.”
The partnership with the university stepping up 
as construction costs escalated has been envigorating, Adams said. 
“President Ransdell and Dr. Burch have really helped keep this project 
moving.”
A grassroots fund-raising campaign by Student Publications alumni 
and friends has helped raise more than $1 million for the $1.6 million 
facility on Normal Drive. More than 200 former and current Herald 
and Talisman staff members and other guests attended the Student 
Publications breakfast in the Mass Media and Technology Hall atri-
um.
“This is a great day for the College Heights Herald and the 
Talisman,” said Chuck Clark, president of the Student Publications 
Alumni Association and chairman of the fund raising steering com-
mittee. “What makes it so special is that this building is the work of 
alumni – people who got their start in their careers because of the 
Herald and the Talisman, and who reached into their pockets to give 
something back.
 “I can’t imagine two people whose names deserve to be on this 
building more than Boss Whitaker and Bob Adams. They were, and 
are, the heart and soul of Western’s student publications.”
President Gary Ransdell and Provost Barbara Burch, both longtime 
supporters of Student Publications, also participated in the dedication 
ceremony.
Adams was Herald editor in 1964, has been an adviser 
to the paper since 1968 and has been director of Student 
Publications since 1990. He received his bachelor’s in 
1964 and master’s in 1965. 
Adams was named Journalism Educator of the Year 
by the National Association of Black Journalists in 
2007, was inducted into the College Media Advisers 
Hall of Fame in 2006 and the Kentucky Journalism 
Hall of Fame in 2005 and received the Distinguished 
Newspaper Adviser Award from the National Council 
of College Publications Advisers (now CMA) in 1978, 
the WKU President’s Diversity Award in 2004 and the 
WKU Student Advisement Award in 2005.
Whitaker served as Herald editor in the 1942-43 
school year and again in 1947-48 after returning 
from active duty with the U.S. Marine Corps. He was 
head of the journalism department from its inception in 1977 until 
his retirement from the position in 1987 and was director of Student 
Publications from 1970 to 1987. Whitaker received his bachelor’s in 
1948 and master’s in 1949.
Whitaker, whose newspaper career included positions at Bowling 
Green Daily News, The Courier-Journal and The Louisville Times, 
was inducted into the Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame in 1986. He 
also was a member of the Kentucky Press Association, the Society 
of Professional Journalists and the National Council of College 
Publications Advisers (now CMA). He died in 2005. 
Western dedicates Adams-Whitaker Student Publications Center
TOMMY NEWTON
Herald editor-in-chief Fall 1983
“I can’t imagine two 
people whose names 
deserve to be on this 
building more than 
Boss Whitaker and Bob 
Adams. They were, and 
are, the heart and soul   
of Western’s student 
publications.”
— Chuck Clark
 Student Publications Alumni Association 
president
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TheName
of thegame
Eight rooms in the building have been named so far. They are:       Neil F. Budde and Virginia B. Edwards 
Newsroom        Hillard-Lyons Business Office       Margo Spagnuolo Grace and Lee W. Grace Talisman Adviser’s 
Office       Lee W. Grace and Margo Spagnuolo Grace Herald Editor’s Office       Chuck Clark Herald Adviser’s 
Office      Jane Morningstar Conference Room       Judy Wildman Hughes and Brad Hughes Student Publications 
Director’s Office       JoAnn Thompson Business Manager’s Office
n1n2 n3n4
n6
n5n7
n8
n? Denotes a room that has not yet been named
n1
n2
n3
n4n5
n6n7
n8
n?
n? n?
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Known as “Boss,” David Bickers Whitaker laid the foundation for Western’s professional and nation-
ally recognized journalism program.
Whitaker was head of the journalism depart-
ment from its inception in 1977 until his retire-
ment from the position in 1987 and was direc-
tor of Student Publications (College Heights 
Herald and Talisman) from 1970 to 1987. 
His connection with journalism at Western, 
however, began in the early 1940s. 
Whitaker, a Jefferson County native, came 
to the Hill in 1941 and was majoring in 
English and economics when World War II 
interrupted his education. He served as Herald 
editor-in-chief during the 1942-43 school year 
and again in 1947-48 after returning from 
active duty with the U.S. Marine Corps. (He 
later served again in the Korean War.)
Whitaker began his newspaper career as 
editor of the Daily Kentuckian, a short-lived 
Bowling Green publication. When that paper 
folded, he went to work for the Daily News 
where he served as city editor from 1948-51. 
In 1953, Whitaker became a sports writer 
for The Courier-Journal in Louisville and 
worked in the sports department for 12 years. 
In 1965, he moved to The Louisville Times 
as a copy editor.
Whitaker returned to the Hill in 1970 
as associate professor of journalism and 
director of Student Publications. When 
the journalism department was created in 
1977, Whitaker’s vision was a professional 
program with real-world applications and 
national accreditation. 
Whitaker, who received his bachelor’s 
(1948) and master’s (1949) from Western, 
was named outstanding WKU professor in 
1978 by Phi Eta Sigma and was inducted 
into the Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame 
in 1986.
Whitaker (who died in 2005) and his wife, 
Kay (who died in 1982), had three children: 
Jane, Julie and David.
– Spirit magazine
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The Adams-Whitaker Student Publications Center
The new building is named in honor of two distinguished members of the Western family
Bob Adams
Bob Adams, known as “Mr. A,” joined the College Heights Herald as a stu-dent in 1962 and hasn’t left Bowling 
Green since.
Adams, a native of Danville, Ill., was 
Herald editor-in-chief in 1964, has been an 
adviser to the paper since 1968 and has been 
director of Student Publications (Herald and 
Talisman) since 1990. He received his bach-
elor’s in 1964 and master’s in 1965.
Adams was named Journalism Educator 
of the Year by the National Association of 
Black Journalists in 2007, was inducted into 
the College Media Advisers Hall of Fame in 
2006 and the Kentucky Journalism Hall of 
Fame in 2005 and received the Distinguished 
Newspaper Adviser Award from the National 
Council of College Publications Advisers 
(now CMA) in 1978.
Adams has directed high school journal-
ism workshops, has participated in student 
recruitment and scholarship programs, has 
judged national, regional and state journalism 
competitions and has served on various state 
and national organizations.
He received the WKU student advise-
ment award in 2005 and the President’s 
Award for Diversity in 2004. In the past 
four decades, Adams has helped hundreds of 
students obtain summer internships and full-
time employment.
Adams’ journalism career hasn’t been lim-
ited to the Hill. He was publisher of the 
Cumberland Times in Crossville, Tenn., in 
1988-89; publisher and general manager of 
the North Warren Observer in Smiths Grove, 
Ky., in 1985-86; co-publisher of the Citizen-
Statesman in Celina, Tenn., in 1983-87; co-
publisher of the Herald-News in Edmonton, 
Ky., in 1982-87; and co-publisher of the 
Cumberland County News in Burkesville, 
Ky., in 1980-87. Adams also worked for the 
Daily News in Bowling Green from 1965-69.
Adams and his wife, Sandy, have six chil-
dren: Andy, Chad, Justin, Nicole, Tara and 
Clint.
– Spirit magazine
David Whitaker
Student Publications Alumni Association fund raising steering committee – Chuck Clark, chairman; Chris Poynter, Lee and Margo Grace, Tom 
Caudill, David T. Whitaker, Steve Thomas, Neil Budde, Chris Poore, Craig Dezern, Tom Eblen, Al Cross, Tom Yunt, JoAnn Thompson, Bob Adams and 
Leslie Watkins, senior development officer.
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